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Upper Denton and Waterhead Parish Councils 
 

Minutes of the joint Parish Council meeting  
held at the Methodist Chapel Room in Gilsland  

on Tuesday 11th March 2025 
 

Present:  
Parish Councillors: - Dan Newrick (DN) (Chairman UD), Tim.Gordon (TG),  Jovan Nicholson (JN),  Mike 
Harris (MH) and John Woodmass-Calvert (JWC). 
City Councillors: none 
Other: - Sue Hatt (SH) (Clerk) 
Absent: David Rackstraw (DR) and Mike Mitchelson (MM) 
Members of the public: Ben Johnson 
 

The meeting opened with DN in the Chair 
1. Opening Remarks -Cllr DN opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

2. Apologies for Absence: David Rackstraw and Mike Mitchelson 

3. Notification by Members of Pecuniary and other Registrable Interest: None 
 

4. Minutes of meeting: 
     The minutes of the joint meeting held on 12th November 2024 were approved unanimously.  
         
5. Matters Arising:  

a. Removal of trees on B6318 
DN had raised the matter at the forthcoming Community Panel Network meeting on 26th November 
2024 but has yet to get a response.   
 

b. Website: 
The domain name www.gilslandvillage.org.uk  has been purchased and the website is now live. SH 
has requested that she be able to update the councillors and policy pages as well as the agendas, 
meetings and finance sections. It was suggested that the Gilsland Community Benefit Society be 
approaches to take on the domain name and manage the other sections of the website. SH will 
report back to Thirlwall Parish Council and contact the members of the committee about using the 
website.  
Stage 1: Set up website for all 3 Parish Councils to meet the legal requirements - completed 
Stage 2: Offer links to local businesses, community and school  

        Action: SH to report to Thirlwall Parish Council 
    

c. Samson Inn update:  
The Samson Inn hosted an event on the 26th October 2024 to celebrate the completion of the 
project, Save Our Samson, which was very well attended. Since then, the pub has been well 
supported and despite some minor teething problems, has been operating successfully. Events are 
being planned for the future and the community involvement has been much appreciated.  
 

6. Other matters:  
a. Hadrian’s Cresent repairs: 

Work carried out by Highways was of very poor quality so Cllr DN reported this to the County Council. 
They have since informed him that this was only a temporary repair and that further work will be 
carried out in the summer. 
 

b. Installation of Jubilee brazier on land at Hall Terrace 
Highways have issued a contract for the Jubilee brazier to be installed on land at Hall Terrace. It will 
be used as a planter and be maintained by Andi Keen at the House of Meg. SH will check that the 
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installation is covered by Zurich Insurance. The estimated cost of the installation is £200 and SH will 
ask Thirlwall Parish Council for a contribution.  
       Action: SH to check on cover for brazier 
 

c. Access to Common House 
The incident has been logged with Highways but no response has been received. 
 

d. Village seat at the Bridge inn 
Cllr DN has carried out the repair and will send the invoice to SH. 
 

e. Code of Conduct 
The Councillors were reminded of their responsibility to report any changes to their Declaration of 
Interests. The councillors present reported no changes to their Declaration of Interests. 
 

f. Highways issues:  
There were currently no Highway issues. 

 
7. Communications: has been circulated 

 

8. Reports: 
a. COGS: Nothing to report 
b. County Council: Cllr MM sent a report to be shared with the councillors.  

Cumberland Council met last week to discuss their Annual Budget, it was passed by a majority vote 

to increase the Council Tax  by 2.99% plus an extra 2%levy for Adult Social Care therefore an overall  

increase of 4.99% 

There will be changes to Waste and Recycling Collection services, households will continue to have 

one black general waste bin collected fortnightly. From week commencing Monday, March 31st all 

householders with garden waste bins will continue to have one bin collected free of charge, there 

will be an annual charge of £40 per additional bin that residents request to have collected. 

Collections will still be fortnightly but only from March to November inclusive. 

Recycling collections will change from May 2026, the current method of using green bags and box 

will be replaced by 2 wheeled bins. Paper and cardboard will be collected in one bin with  glass, tins, 

cans and plastics in the other. They will still be collected fortnightly, 

As previously informed any Traffic Order regulation requests for this area are due to be 

implemented in 2026/27 Council year. In the meantime consideration needs to  be given by the 

Parish Council to any areas you would like to be considered to be included, this includes any speed 

restrictions or roads such as the Lanercost to Low Row Road where you would like a vehicle size 

restriction etc to implemented. Cllr MM is happy to discuss this further with councillors.   

9. Finance: 

a. Upper Denton Accounts for the period 1st April 2023 to date –Credit balance of £1499.95 
Receipts since the last meeting:  
Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 
Payments since the last meeting:  
Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 
Gilsland Methodist Hall  Hire of hall      £60 
Rocket sites    Annual website cost    £138 
Cumberland County Council Annual Playground inspection   £70.20 

Payments due: 
 
The accounts were scrutinised and unanimously approved. 
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b. Waterhead Accounts for the period 1st April 2023 to date –Credit balance of £228.16 
 Receipts since the last meeting:  
 Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 
 Payments since the last meeting:  
 Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 
 Payments due:   
 Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 
 John Dixon   Annual grass cutting    £300 

 
The accounts were scrutinised and unanimously approved. 

 .  
c. Grass cutting in Waterhead:  
A tender was obtained from John Dixon for the grass cutting in 2025 with a map outlining the areas to 
be cut. After discussion. The tender was approved UNANIMOUSLY.  
        Action: SH to send accept tender 
 
d. Request for contribution towards Playground repairs 

Thirlwall Parish Council have carried out necessary repairs to the steps leading to the slide in the 
Playground. A request has been received for a contribution towards the cost (£195.73 for each Parish 
Council). This was approved UNANIMOUSLY 
       Action: SH to pay contributions 

 
10. Planning Matters: 

None 
 

11. Question from public: 
a. Bench at Bridge Inn 

It was reported that the fence erected at the Bridge Inn is not in the right place and has encroached 
on County Council land. The issue has been reported before and Highways have been notified. SH will 
look back at minutes and emails and report back. 
       Action: SH to investigate and report back 

b. Bins at Crammel Linn:  
It was reported that the bind at Crammel Linn were not suitable in windy conditions as the contents 
of the bin liners were spread over the area. Cllr DN would find out which Parish Council was 
responsible for the bins and report back. 
       Action: Cllr DN to investigate and report back 

 
12. Any other business:  

a. Cllr MM has requested that the Joint Parish Council meeting be changed to the 3rd Tuesday in the 
month so that he could attend in future. It was agreed to change the future dates of the meetings 
after the AGM. 

b. Cllr TG informed the Parish Council that he would be moving out of the area and thought he would 
have to resign. SH to check on rules for being a councillor with the local authority. Ben Johnson 
volunteered to join the Parish Council if Cllr TG had to resign.  

 
13. Next Meeting – The AGM Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7pm in the 

Methodist Chapel Room, followed by the Joint Parish Council meeting. 
 

g. Dates of future meetings:       Tuesday 16th September 2025 
 Tuesday 18th November 2025 
 Tuesday 17th March 2026 
 Tuesday 19th May 2026 
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Minutes prepared by  Signed as a true and correct record. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sue Hatt    Dan Newrick     David Rackstraw 
Clerk to the PC   Chairman of Upper Denton PC Chairman of Waterhead PC 
      


