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Upper Denton and Waterhead Parish Councils 
 

Minutes of the joint Parish Council meeting  
held at the Methodist Chapel Room in Gilsland  

on Tuesday 9th September 2025 
 

Present:  
Parish Councillors: - Dan Newrick (DN) (Chairman UD), John Woodmass-Calvert (JWC), Jovan Nicholson 
(JN) and Mike Harris (MH)  
City Councillors: Mike Mitchelson (MM) 
Other: - Sue Hatt (SH) (Clerk) 
Absent: David Rackstraw (DR) and Ben Johnson (BJ) 
Members of the public: None 
 

The meeting opened with DN in the Chair 
1. Opening Remarks -Cllr DN opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

2. Apologies for Absence: Ben Johnson and David Rackstraw 

3. Notification by Members of Pecuniary and other Registrable Interest: None 
 

4. Minutes of meeting: 
     The minutes of the joint meeting held on 13th May 2025 were approved unanimously.  
         
5. Matters Arising:  

a. Website: 
Due to the absence of Cllr Ben Johnson and the resignation of Tim Gordon, who has moved away, 
the website has not yet been promoted for the village. SH is using it for all Parish Councils but there 
has been no updating of the other sections. Cllr DN will talk to Malcom Redman about promoting it 
to the local businesses and the registering of the domain name will be brought up at the 
forthcoming Gilsland Community Benefit Society Ltd Annual meeting.  

        Action: Cllr DN to contact Malcom Redman 
    

b. Bins at Crammel Linn 
There has been no update on the installation of new bins at Crammel Linn. Cllr DN has contacted the 
Council but has had no response. Cllr MM suggested that pictures of the existing bins be sent to Neil  
Dixon, Service Manager for Public Spaces with a request for new bins to be emptied regularly.  
       Action: Cllr DN to contact Neil Dixon 
 

c. Brazier at Megs Tea Room 
The legal documents have been signed and accepted. The brazier has not yet been installed at Hall 
Terrace as the season is now over. Andi Kerr will organise for it to be fixed into position in the next 
few months and will plant it for next year. 
 

d. School Car Park 
SH has received an email from Richard Chandler, Off-street Parking Asset Manager, saying that the 
maintenance of the car park is being scheduled for the next few weeks. 
 

6. Other matters:  
a. English Heritage Community Connection Fund 

Cllr DN reported that Amanda Drago had applied for a grant to hold a Lantern Parade in the village 
on the 6th December 2025. The councillors supported the application. 
 

b. Joint Meeting with Burtholme re: Boundary Review 
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It was agreed to hold a joint meeting with Burtholme Parish Council about the Boundary Review of 
Parishes. It was suggested that the Waterhead PC boundaries be redrawn and shared between 
Burtholme and Upper Denton, which would merge with Waterhead.  
       Action: SH to set up a meeting with Burtholme PC 
 

c. Highways issues:  
 There were currently no Highway issues. Cllr DN reported that traffic lights had appeared near the   
school car park one Sunday, but that Fibrus had encountered some problems when installing a  pole. 
The lights were cleared away quite quickly once the work was completed. 

 
7. Communications: has been circulated 

 

8. Reports: 
a. COGS: Nothing to report  

 
b. Cumberland Council: The Speed Review was taking place this Autumn and Cllr MM was hopeful that 

the 30mph would be extended to Orchard House and out to the Hill. 
 

9. Finance: 

a. Upper Denton Accounts for the period 1st April 2023 to date –Credit balance of £2080.37 
Receipts since the last meeting:  
Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 

• Payments made since last meeting: 
Sue Hatt   Clerk salary 6 months    £250 
Sue Hatt    Clerk expenses 6 months    £102.99 
Lloyds Bank   Bank Charges     £17 

• Payments due: 
None 

 
The accounts were scrutinised and unanimously approved. 
 

b. Waterhead Accounts for the period 1st April 2023 to date –Credit balance of £1081.94 
 Receipts since the last meeting:  
 Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 

• Payments made since last meeting: 
Sue Hatt   Clerk salary 6 months    £250 
Sue Hatt    Clerk expenses 6 months    £98.99 
Lloyds Bank   Bank Charges     £17 

• Payments due: 
None 

 
The accounts were scrutinised and unanimously approved. 

 .  
10. Planning Matters: 

None 
 

11. Question from public: 
None  

 
12. Any other business:  

The dates of the future meetings have been altered to enable Cllr Mike Michelson to attend.  
 

13. Next Meeting – The next Joint Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 4th November 2025 at 
7pm in the Methodist Chapel Room,  
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a. Dates of future meetings:    Tuesday 17th March 2026 

 Tuesday 12th May 2026 
 Tuesday 9th September 2025 
 Tuesday 11th November 2025 
 Tuesday 10th March 2026 
 

 
Minutes prepared by  Signed as a true and correct record. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sue Hatt    Dan Newrick     David Rackstraw 
Clerk to the PC   Chairman of Upper Denton PC Chairman of Waterhead PC 
      


