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Upper Denton and Waterhead Parish Councils 
 

Minutes of the joint Parish Council meeting  
held at the Methodist Chapel Room in Gilsland  

on Tuesday 13th May 2025 
 

Present:  
Parish Councillors: - Dan Newrick (DN) (Chairman UD), Tim.Gordon (TG), David Rackstraw (DR), Jovan 
Nicholson (JN), Mike Harris (MH) and Ben Johnson (BJ) 
City Councillors: none 
Other: - Sue Hatt (SH) (Clerk) 
Absent: John Woodmass-Calvert (JWC).and Mike Mitchelson (MM) 
Members of the public: Malcom Redman 
 

The meeting opened with DN in the Chair 
1. Opening Remarks -Cllr DN opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

2. Apologies for Absence: Mike Mitchelson 

3. Notification by Members of Pecuniary and other Registrable Interest: None 
 

4. Minutes of meeting: 
     The minutes of the joint meeting held on 11th March 2025 were approved unanimously.  
         
5. Matters Arising:  

a. Website: 
The domain name www.gilslandvillage.org.uk  has been purchased and the website is now live,  the 
Gilsland Community Benefit Society has been asked to take on the domain name. There has been no 
response as yet but Cllr DR will take the matter to the next meeting and explain what is required.  
MR agreed to look at the website and put an article in the Gilsland magazine to advertise the 
website and encourage local businesses, community and school to use it. Cllr TG would draft an 
article and send it around for approval.  

        Action: Cllr TG to draft article 
    

b. Access a Common House, Gilsland 
Electricity Northeast contacted Cllr DN about a complaint made by Cllr JWC. The road is now clear. 
 

c. Bins at Crammel Linn 
The bins are being emptied regularly, but this is still operating in an ad-hoc basis. Cllr DN will contact 
Highways about setting up a regular collection. SH to send him the contact details of Neil Dixon, 
Service Manager for Public Spaces. 
       Action: SH to send contact details 
        

d. Village Seat at Bridge Inn:  
The seat has now been repaired. Wilson Makepeace is strimming the area.  
 

6. Other matters:  
a. Installation of Jubilee brazier on land at Hall Terrace 

The contract from Highways for the Jubilee brazier to be installed on land at Hall Terrace has been 
returned to be signed again. Cllr DR agreed to witness the document so it can be returned.   
       Action: Cllr DN to return signed document 

 
b. Co-Option of new councillor 

Ben Johnson was co-opted o the Parish Council at the APM as Cllr TG will be moving ou of the area. 
He has agreed to attend until his move.  

http://www.gilslandvillage.org.uk/
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c. Highways issues:  
There were currently no Highway issues. 

 
7. Communications: has been circulated 

 

8. Reports: 
a. COGS: Nothing to report but Cllr DN recommended the Water Tower Café at Haltwhisle Station for 

coffee and food.  
 

b. County Council: no report received. 
 

9. Finance: 

a. Upper Denton Accounts for the period 1st April 2023 to date –Credit balance of £2646.36 
Receipts since the last meeting:  
Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 

Cumberland Council  Precept 2025-2026    £1216 
Thirlwall Parish Council Annual Playground inspection  £52.65 
HMRC    VAT Refund     £119.99 

• Payments made since last meeting: 
Lloyds Bank   Bank charges     £4.25 
Thirlwall PC   Playground work    £195.73 
Dan Newrick   Bench repair     £38 

• Payments due: 
Sue Hatt   Clerk salary 6 months    £250 
Sue Hatt    Clerk expenses 6 months    £102.99 

 
The accounts were scrutinised and unanimously approved. 
 

b. Waterhead Accounts for the period 1st April 2023 to date –Credit balance of £1643.93 
 Receipts since the last meeting:  
 Payee    Reason for Payment    Amount 

Cumberland Council  Precept 2025-2026    £1620 

• Payments made since last meeting: 
Lloyds Bank   Bank charges     £4.25 
Thirlwall PC   Playground work    £195.73 

• Payments due: 

• Sue Hatt   Clerk salary 6 months    £250 

• Sue Hatt    Clerk expenses 6 months    £98.99 
 

The accounts were scrutinised and unanimously approved. 
 .  

10. Planning Matters: 
None 

 
11. Question from public: 

a. Bench at Bridge Inn 
It was reported that the fence erected at the Bridge Inn is not in the right place and has encroached 
on County Council land. The issue has been reported before and Highways have been notified. SH will 
look back at minutes and emails and report back. 
       Action: SH to investigate and report back 
 
 
 
 



Page | 3 
 

b. Bins at Crammel Linn:  
It was reported that the bind at Crammel Linn were not suitable in windy conditions as the contents 
of the bin liners were spread over the area. Cllr DN would find out which Parish Council was 
responsible for the bins and report back. 
       Action: Cllr DN to investigate and report back 

 
12. Any other business:  

The dates of the future meetings have been altered to enable Cllr Mike Michelson to attend.  
 

13. Next Meeting – The next Joint Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th September at 7pm in 
the Methodist Chapel Room,  
 

d. Dates of future meetings:   
 Tuesday 4th November 2025 
 Tuesday 17th March 2026 
 Tuesday 12th May 2026 
 

 
Minutes prepared by  Signed as a true and correct record. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sue Hatt    Dan Newrick     David Rackstraw 
Clerk to the PC   Chairman of Upper Denton PC Chairman of Waterhead PC 
      


